
  

Course Description: 

Arabic II builds on the linguistic and cultural knowledge 

gained in Arabic I, allowing students to understand and 

express more complex ideas, think through harder 

questions, and in the end, solve a thrilling and authentic 

Arabic murder mystery.  

Course Beliefs: 

All students can learn and experience success in a world 

language. 

 Second language acquisition provides the vision and 

skills necessary to be a global citizen. 

 A primary goal of world language education is real-

life communication. 

 World-language education develops critical thinking 

skills. 

 Assessment must reflect the goals and learning targets 

set forth in this curriculum document. 

 World languages must be part of the core curriculum 

in 21st Century schools. 

 A K-12 articulated world language program should be 

available to all students. 

Instructional Strategies: 

 Formative assessment through oral understanding 

checks and written replies on whiteboards. 

 Summative assessment in the form of periodic 

quizzes throughout the first semester and an 

interactive, authentic murder mystery to investigate 

in the second semester 

 Providing feedback 

 Written, oral, and conversational examples 

 Written, audio, and video homework 

 Reinforcing effort and courage in making Arabic 

sounds, recognizing proficient language users 

 Authentic visual, audio, and video materials 

Level Two Topics: 

1. Arabic Dialects vs. al-fusha  

2. Arabic Literature and Poetry 

3. Arabic Visual Art 

4. Bargaining and Trading 

5. Investigating a Crime 

6. Love, Marriage, and Courtship 

7. Economies of the Arab World  

8. Social Problems of the Arab World 

9. The Sunni-Shi’a Split 

10. Palestine and Israel 

1. Refugees 

ACFL Standards: 

1. Communication: Communicate in a non-Western language. 

2. Culture: Understand the culture of the Arab world and its prevailing 

trends and ideas.  

3. Connections: Connect Arabic to other disciplines like history, 

geography, government, and literature. 

4. Comparisons: Compare Arabic language and culture to English and the 

world we live in. 

5. Communities: Participate in wider communities of language and culture. 

NOUNS 

Pronouns 

(independent and 

attached) 

Plurals (broken, 

sound, human and 

non-human) 

Definite nouns 

without alif-lam 

 

VERBS 

Affirmative and 

negative 

commands 

Knowledge and 

use of the masdar 

All conjugations 

including dual 

Passive Voice 

Subjunctive and 

Hortative Moods 

Forms I - X 

Assimilated Verbs 

PREPOSITIONS 

Distinguishing 

between bi and ma’ 

Using prepositions 

plus ma 

 

 

 
ADVERBS 

Adverbs of place 

Adverbs of time 

Adverbs of manner 

 

 

 

ORAL SKILLS 

Fluid speech 

Getting rid of 

American accent 

 

Student Self-Assessment: 

Based on the standards, topics, key concepts, and structures listed here, 

students should ask themselves… 

 1. Listening: Can I understand Arabic when I hear it? 

 2. Speaking: Can I speak Arabic with a variety of people? 

 3. Reading: Can I read Arabic for different purposes? 

 4. Writing: Can I write Arabic for different purposes? 

 5. Culture: What do I know about the people and cultures of the Arab world? 

Culture: 

 Students know and are able to… 

1.Distinguish between parts of the Arab world culturally, socially,  politically, and 

economically 

2. Use culturally appropriate gestures and expressions 

3. Listen to and read authentic Arabic cultural materials  

4. Interview native Arabic speakers, ask meaningful questions, and interpret answers 

5. Talk meaningfully about cultural differences between the Arab and American worlds 

6. Describe a narrative plot and sequences of events 

DIALECTS 

Distinguishing sounds 

Basic expressions 

Key differences 

Social features 

 

Arabic II 

ADJECTIVES 

Collective adjectives 

Plural human 

adjectives  

Indeclinables 

Participles 

SENTENCES 

Word order 

Equational and verbal 

Questions 

Connectors 

Transitions 

Sentence variation 

 

 



  

Arabic II 
Learning Experiences and Performance Indicators 

 

Using the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing, students will be able to understand and 

communicate their knowledge of these topics in the 

appropriate context of the culture.  

Arabic Dialects vs. al-Fusha 

Students distinguish between the 

different registers of spoken and 

written Arabic, understanding the 

differences between the Arabic 

dialects and knowing when to use 

the more formal al-Fusha.  

Connecting topics: All topics 

Culture: Knowledge of connections 

between language and society/class, 

allowing students to broaden their 

reading/listening fields. 

Arabic Literature and Poetry 

Knowledge of the main genres, 

trends, ideas, and figures in the 

Arabic literary world. Students write 

and read Arabic literature, 

mimicking the greats and trying to  

break new ground. 

Connecting topics: Palestine and 

Israel, Social Problems of the Arab 

World, Arabic dialects, love and 

courtship 

Culture: Students can read 

literature to understand the culture 

that produced it.  

Arabic Visual Art 

Knowledge of the main currents in 

the painting, calligraphy, and 

architecture of the Arab world. 

Students can engage their artistic 

senses in Arabic and distinguish 

between different works of  art. 

Connecting topics: Social 

Problems of the Arab World, 

literature and poetry 

Culture: Students can interpret and 

mimic the artistic styles of the Arab 

world and use it to understand Arab 

culture.  

Bargaining and Trading 

Knowledge of prices, goods, and bargaining etiquette. 

Use of the conditional sentence to facilitate deal-

making. 

Connecting topics: Arabic dialects, Social Problems, 

Arab economies 

Culture: Students can express complex thoughts and 

get items/information outside school 

Investigating a Crime 

A five-month interactive murder mystery compelling 

students to ask questions, share information, and 

solve a crime with evidence. 

Connecting topics: All topics 

Culture: Students “visit” many corners of the Arab 

world for interviews, learn different customs, and talk 

to many different people.  

The Sunni-Shi’a Split 

Students learn about the two 

main sects of Islam and how 

their rivalry has shaped the Arab 

world.  

Connecting topics: 

Investigating a crime, Social 

Problems of the Arab World, 

Arab economies 

Culture: Traditions and beliefs 

of Sunnis and Shi’as, how 

people overcome sectarianism 

Love, Marriage, and Courtship 

Knowledge of Arab customs new and old surrounding 

love, marriage, and courtship.  

Connecting topics: Literature and poetry, dialects vs. 

al-fusha, social problems of the Arab World 

Culture: Students will be aware of how American and 

Arab cultures differ about love and marriage. 

Economies of the Arab World 

A basic overview of the economies, products, and 

markets of the Arab World.  

Connecting topics: Social problems, refugees, 

bargaining and trading 

Culture: Students can connect economies to cultures 

and how they interact. 

Palestine and Israel 

Introductory history as well as 

Arab and American views on the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict, how 

it affects Arabs and American 

foreign policy today.  

Connecting topics: Social 

problems of the Arab World, 

literature and poetry, refugees 

Culture: Learning about 

Palestinian culture, 

understanding locally resonant 

stories and conflicts 

Refugees 

Knowledge of the daily lives and 

struggles of the Arab World’s 

largest refugee populations 

(Iraqi, Syrian, and Palestinian), 

including video and written 

accounts. Students conclude the 

unit by writing a letter to a 

Syrian refugee in a camp in 

Jordan, describing their life and 

hoping to start a dialogue. 

Connecting topics: Social 

Problems of the Arab World, 

Economies of the Arab World, 

Palestine and Israel 

Culture: Students can use their 

language skills and cultural 

knowledge to connect on a 

personal level with someone 

with refugee status who speaks 

Arabic; students can understand 

how the lives of refugees differ 

from their own and other Arabs 

Social Problems of the Arab World 

A look at the problems for Arabs today in terms of unemployment, violence, and corruption. 

Knowledge of the Arab Spring and its roots.  

Connecting topics: Arab economies, visual art, literature, refugees, Sunni-Shi’a split 

Culture: Students can connect with peers in Arab society about their prevailing social trends 

and problems. 



 


